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Worship – Third Sunday of Lent 

Sunday, March 7, 2021 

Greeting 

 

Call to Worship: (Psalm 219) 
 

Leader: The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the firmament proclaims his    

             handiwork. 

People: The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; the precepts of the Lord are  

              right rejoicing the heart; the commandment of the Lord is clear, enlightening  

              my eyes. 

Leader: More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold; sweeter also than  

             honey. 

People: Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable to  

              you, O Lord, my rock, and my redeemer. 
 

Song of Praise     “I Choose Love”    

performed by the Choristers Guild; written by Mark Miller                                                                         

Opening Prayer of Confession 
 

 Merciful God, we are so thirsty! Our souls’ thirst for you like travelers in a dry and 

weary land. Too often we have relied on our own means and ended up drinking the sand. Heal 

our hardness of hear and help us seek you while you may be found that we may abide in your 

steadfast love. Guard us when we stand for what is right, lest we fall to our disgrace. Test our 

courage in the face of evil, and save us from the time of trial, that we may be worthy disciples 

of your Son, our rock and foundation. Amen. 
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Old Testament Lesson             Isaiah 55:8-11                                   (see addendum below) 

 

New Testament Lesson:                     1 John 4:7-21                             (see addendum below)                    

 

Gospel Lesson:              Luke 22:39-46                             (see addendum below) 
 

Leader:  The Word of God for the people of God. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Song of Reflection               Piano Selection      Rhys Burgess 

 

Sermon        “How Are My Actions Aligned with God’s Will?”  

Rev. Amanda McMurtrey 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns 

 

Pastoral Prayer 

 

The Lord's Prayer:  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever.  

Amen. 

 

Benediction & Sending Forth 
 

Leader: Our worship is over… 

People: But our service has just begun! 

 

Song of Sending Forth   Piano Selection     Rhys Burgess 
 

Isaiah 55:8-11 (NRSV) 

8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 

    nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD. 
9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 

    so are my ways higher than your ways 

    and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
10 For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 

    and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 

making it bring forth and sprout, 

    giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
11 so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

    it shall not return to me empty, 

but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 

    and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 



1 John 4:7-21 (NRSV) 

7 Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God 

and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9 God’s love was 

revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through 

him. 10 In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning 

sacrifice for our sins. 11 Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one 

another. 12 No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is 

perfected in us. 
13 By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 14 And 

we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 15 God 

abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. 16 So we have 

known and believe the love that God has for us. 

God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 17 Love has been 

perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, 

so are we in this world. 18 There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do 

with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. 19 We love because he first 

loved us. 20 Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who 

do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not 

seen. 21 The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love their brothers 

and sisters also. 

 

Luke 22:39-46 (CEB) 

 
39 Jesus left and made his way to the Mount of Olives, as was his custom, and the disciples 

followed him. 40 When he arrived, he said to them, “Pray that you won’t give in to 

temptation.” 41 He withdrew from them about a stone’s throw, knelt down, and prayed. 42 He 

said, “Father, if it’s your will, take this cup of suffering away from me. However, not my will but 

your will must be done.” 43 Then a heavenly angel appeared to him and strengthened him. 44 He 

was in anguish and prayed even more earnestly. His sweat became like drops of blood falling on 

the ground. 45 When he got up from praying, he went to the disciples. He found them asleep, 

overcome by grief. 46 He said to them, “Why are you sleeping? Get up and pray so that you won’t 

give in to temptation.” 


