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Worship – 21st Sunday after Pentecost 
Sunday, October 17, 2021 

 
Greeting 
 
*Call To Worship: (From Psalm 104) 

Leader: Bless the Lord, O my soul. 
People:  O Lord my God, you are very great. 
Leader: You are clothed with honor and majesty, wrapped in light as a garment. 
People: You make the clouds your chariot, you ride on the wings of the wind. 
Leader: O Lord, how manifold are your works! In wisdom you have made them all; the 
earth is full of your creatures. 
People: Praise the Lord! 

 
*Opening Prayer 
 Leader: Let us remember Jesus… 

Prayer of the People: O Christ, our only Savior, come to dwell in us that we may go 
forth with the light of your hope in our eyes, and with your faith and love in our hearts. 
Amen. 
 
Song of Praise   “Take My Life, And Let It Be”  UMH 399 (v. 1 and 2) 
  
*Affirmation of Faith (Apostle’s Creed) 
 
*Gloria Patri           UMH 70 
 
New Testament Lesson:    James 3:1-18                    (see addendum below) 

Leader:  The Word of God for the people of God. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 



Song of Reflection           Piano Selection   Rhys Burgess 
 
Sermon                         “No One Can Tame The Tongue”   Rev. Amanda McMurtrey 
 
Sharing of Joys and Concerns 
 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
The Lord's Prayer:  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power and the 
glory forever.  Amen. 

 
Praise for God’s Blessings – Smile Train 
Doxology            UMH 95 
 
Benediction & Sending Forth 
Song of Sending Forth       Piano Selection    Rhys Burgess             

 
James 3:1-18 (CEB) 

 
3 My brothers and sisters, not many of you should become teachers, because we know that we 
teachers will be judged more strictly. 2 We all make mistakes often, but those who don’t make 
mistakes with their words have reached full maturity. Like a bridled horse, they can control 
themselves entirely. 3 When we bridle horses and put bits in their mouths to lead them wherever 
we want, we can control their whole bodies. 
 

4 Consider ships: They are so large that strong winds are needed to drive them. But pilots direct 
their ships wherever they want with a little rudder. 5 In the same way, even though the tongue is a 
small part of the body, it boasts wildly. 
 
Think about this: A small flame can set a whole forest on fire. 6 The tongue is a small flame of fire, 
a world of evil at work in us. It contaminates our entire lives. Because of it, the circle of life is set 
on fire. The tongue itself is set on fire by the flames of hell. 
 

7 People can tame and already have tamed every kind of animal, bird, reptile, and fish. 8 No one 
can tame the tongue, though. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 9 With it we both bless the 
Lord and Father and curse human beings made in God’s likeness. 10 Blessing and cursing come 
from the same mouth. My brothers and sisters, it just shouldn’t be this way! 
 

11 Both fresh water and salt water don’t come from the same spring, do they? 12 My brothers and 
sisters, can a fig tree produce olives? Can a grapevine produce figs? Of course not, and fresh water 
doesn’t flow from a saltwater spring either. 



13 Are any of you wise and understanding? Show that your actions are good with a humble lifestyle 
that comes from wisdom. 14 However, if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your 
heart, then stop bragging and living in ways that deny the truth. 15 This is not the wisdom that 
comes down from above. Instead, it is from the earth, natural and demonic. 16 Wherever there is 
jealousy and selfish ambition, there is disorder and everything that is evil. 17 What of the wisdom 
from above? First, it is pure, and then peaceful, gentle, obedient, filled with mercy and good 
actions, fair, and genuine. 18 Those who make peace sow the seeds of justice by their peaceful acts. 
 


